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Sermon Notes  
St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 

18 September 2011 

Preacher 

Dr Douglas Golding 

Readings:  Jonah 3.10—4.11;  Psalm 145.1-8;  Philip pians 1.21-30;  Matthew 20.1-16  
 

International Day of Peace 
 
Today is the second of our three Sundays honouring the season of creation.  I’m the local lad 
sandwiched between two distinguished visitors, a bishop and a leading school chaplain.   
 
Listening to Bishop George last week, I was struck by how close the two themes are, Creation and 
peace – in both, we are challenged by God’s unlimited generosity and humanity’s limited response, 
by the failures of the past and by our hopes for the future.  The bishop’s final words apply to both 
our need to care for the planet and our need to care for each other: as he said, ‘we must change’. 
 
During the week, I was reflecting on Australia’s first commemorative dollar coin; it was issued to 
mark the International Year of Peace in 1986.  I found one in my change and am saving it for one of 
my grandchildren, who is a collector.  In 1986 the Cold War was thawing, but civil war was raging 
in Sri Lanka and the Sudan; since then we have had more bloody civil wars, in Liberia and 
Afghanistan and Liberia and Sierra Leone and conflicts in 17 other countries.  Violence is often too 
easy, and peace too hard. 
 
10 years ago, in a rare unanimous vote, the United Nations general assembly decided to observe the 
21st September each year,  the day of the equinox,  as the International Day of Peace.  Four days 
after the vote, on September 11, four hijacked planes attacked symbolic targets in New York and 
Washington.  Obviously, some people did not get the message.  
 
Two of our readings today deal with God’s generosity and the all-too-human response – Jonah was 
angry because God spared the people of Nineveh whom he had condemned; some of the workers in 
the vineyard grumbled because they were paid no more than the late-starters who had worked 
shorter hours.  The first workers were paid on justice, the last by grace. As the owner said, are you 
envious because I am generous?  Literally, in the Greek, Is your eye evil because I am good?   
When we are envious of others, we cannot see straight. 
 
The Gospel story had special meaning for those who heard it first – the Jews had a long history of 
devotion to God:  living by the law of God, keeping the festivals they believed God had ordained.  
But, in the new order, the Gentiles, the latecomers, would receive the same reward -- a new life, 
redeemed in the love of Christ.  The meaning for all time is that the Kingdom of God that Jesus 
came to bring is based on his grace, not on our merit.   
 
But, what is the connection between these readings and humanity’s cry for ‘peace in our time’, as 
the old prayer book has it, or, even better, peace in every time?  There is a connection – when 
people are generous to others, there is a common will for peace.   
 
We can learn from history.  For more than 200 years, the white minority in South Africa suppressed 
its black peoples.  In the 10 years from 1980, its army even attacked anti-apartheid forces in 
neighbouring countries. More than 1½ million people were killed, another 1½ million became 
refugees and six million more had to leave their homes.  But, in 1990 President de Klerk began to 
dismantle the system; two years later, more than two thirds of the white population voted to give 
away their privileges to the black majority, and peace began to break out.   
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It is a similar story in Northern Ireland.  After centuries of often brutal conflict, the Protestant 
majority has agreed to share power with the Catholic minority, under a complex agreement which 
both sides know will mean, eventually, the end of British rule in the province and the reunion of 
Ireland.  Symbolically, the agreement was signed on Good Friday 1998, the day of redemption. 
 
Contrast this with the continuing violence in Palestine/Israel, where both sides refuse to 
compromise, both sides refuse to share; by demanding everything and refusing to compromise, both 
sides are now stuck with nothing better than a continuing status quo of mutual hatred and violence. 
 
But what can we do to help bring peace in our time?  More than we think.  If we change, if 
we follow the example of God’s unlimited generosity and share more of our time and our money 
with others.   
 
The theme of the International Day of Peace this year, next Wednesday, is Make Your Voice Heard  
-- instead of complaining  ‘why don’t they? ...’  or ‘someone should ...’  let’s do what  we can.   We 
can make our voice heard.  We can take time away from  our own concerns and from our favourite 
TV programs to write to our politicians, and to those in other countries; and to political prisoners; 
and to those who are working for peace and justice in so many places;  we can join people working 
for peace and justice and human rights; we can keep up to date on the issues so that we can speak 
out more effectively; we can attend meetings and rallies; because so much of today’s violence is 
based on religious conflict, we can learn more about other faiths and interact more with people of 
other faiths.  Probably none of us can do all these things, but we can all do some of them. 
 
Above all, we can give more time to prayer, willing that the still small voice of peace be heard and 
heeded among the noise and confusion of war.   
 
We can also help by being more generous with our money – by giving more to the many agencies 
who are working to help the victims of war and to deal with the causes of so many wars – poverty 
and ignorance and injustice and sickness and lack of economic opportunity.  This might mean 
resisting the constant advertising pressure to spend more and more on our wants, rather than just on 
our needs.   
 
It does not mean, as someone said in parish council recently, that we should feel guilty every time 
we buy some clothes, but it could mean that our clothes and our car and our home and our other 
possessions simply meet our needs, not show off our wealth.  The World Council of Churches urges 
all Christians, Live simply, that others may simply live.  The principle was spoken, and lived, by 
Mahatma Ghandi. 
 
We must change, but we must change without becoming self-righteous or judgmental.    It is easy to 
become angry when we learn that, in their lavish and self-centred lifestyle, some sports stars and 
film stars and pop stars spend enough on themselves to save the lives of thousands upon thousands 
of refugees in Darfur or Somalia or in the camps around Palestine, or that a Sydney doctor has spent 
more than a million dollars on a new bathtub or that some professing Christians live in luxury while 
others struggle to survive.   
 
But we must be careful that what we feel is righteous anger, not just jealousy.  It is easy to have an 
evil eye, to be judgmental, forgetting the warning of Jesus that God judges those who judge others.  
How other people live is their business, and God’s. It is not our business.  
 
We may not be able to bring peace to a warring world, but we can create a zone of peace  among 
our own family and our own friends.  We can be more at peace with others by being generous, 
rather than just demanding what we see as our rights.  I learned a good lesson from my first wife’s 
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family.  The family was torn apart after her grandfather died -- the children of his three children 
fought over her grandfather’s estate, until there was almost nothing left to fight over and the 
lawyers became the main beneficiaries.   
 
They were all too human, but today’s other reading is a reminder that God is calling us to change, 
and to become more like the Christ we claim to follow.  The challenge St Paul gave to his 
generation is still the challenge for Christian people today: ‘Live your life in a manner worthy of the 
gospel of Christ.’ 
 
One of my students is a rabbi, and he told me a Jewish story, a story about a man who had two sons, 
a different story. Before the father died, the two sons promised to work the farm together and to 
share the harvest. The older son never married, the younger son did marry and had eight wonderful 
children.  (In Jewish stories, all the children are wonderful).    
 
The brothers lived in separate houses on the farm.   One year they had a bumper harvest, and one 
night, when the moon was full, the older brother thought, ‘My brother has ten mouths to feed. I only 
have one.  He needs more of this harvest than I do, but I know he would never ask for more. So 
tonight I'll take some of what is in my barn and put it in his barn to help him feed his children’.   
 
You’ve guessed it -- the same night, the younger son thought, ‘My brother has not been as fortunate 
as I have, with my wonderful wife and children. He needs more of this harvest than I do, to put 
away for his old age.  But I know he would never ask for more. So tonight I'll take some of what is 
in my barn and put it in his barn to feed him when he is too old to work and there is no-one to help 
him.’   
 
The two brothers met in the moonlight; there was not a cloud in the sky, but a gentle rain began to 
fall.  It was God weeping for joy -- two more of his children had discovered that the secret of 
happiness and peace is going beyond justice, to generosity..  
 

╬ 


